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mathematical positions as exhibiting the perfection of c self-evidence,' it may well be asked how he could reduce them to the rank of hypotheses, and what account he could expect them to give of themselves which would enhance their authority. The answer will be found in his estimate -of the different faculties to which the several kinds of apprehended things report themselves. The clearness of geometrical and arithmetical relations is that of imagination, exercised in pictures of co-existing parts or counting of successive numbers, and is dependent on the lessons of external perception : it is too near to the senses to carry us beyond the phenomenal world. The figures with which theorems, and the notation with which calculations are worked, are only representative symbols employed to set supposed cases before the mind's eye; and whatever is proved is conditional upon an * if; ' it emerges from an hypothesis. At the same time the truth which the reasoner seeks is not about these representative media, but about the things represented; ' and while he is using his visible figures and arguing upon them, his thought is intent not on them but on the originals which they copy, the absolute square and diagonal instead of this particular one which he draws: and so in all other cases. The immediate forms which he shapes and draws, and which in their turn have copies thrown off in their shadows and reflections in water, he uses as likenesses, while really trying to see the essential objects which cannot be seen except with the Understanding1.' Thus, the instruments of the mathematician's work are empirical: his results ideal: and Plato feels a want of congruity between the beginning and the end. As distinguished from these assumptions in the disguise of apxat, the assumptions proper on which dialectic seizes are propositions provisionally taken for the mere purpose of investigation; some thesis as to the truth of which we wish to prosecute an enquiry: beginning thence, we begin with our qiuzstium^ and working it clear of foreign or false adhesions, we isolate its essence and trace it to its real 1 Rep. 5ioD.